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The future

• The future as a scientific and political category

• Who decides =  Who gets to imagine the future



MISTRA (the Institute for Strategic 
Environmental Research)

• Created in 1994

• Launching major future oriented research 

programs (Urban Futures, Arctic Futures, 

Future Fashion, Mistra Innovation)

• Aim: to increase Swedish economic

competitiveness and solve environmental

problems

• Future Forests (2008-2012) 



Theoretical framework

• Competition State

• Co-production

• Ecological Modernisation



Future Forests

• 8 year (4+4) program

• Research about the future use of forests

• Stated aim: to find a balance between bio-

diversity and production

• Future Scenarios

• Co-funders: MISTRA, Swedish forest industry, 

universities



Conclusions (1)

• The main "outcomes" were pre-defined: to 
establish a broader consensus on some core 
values; intensification of forest production, a 

carbon politics favourable for the forest 
industry and a disarming of environmental 

critique.



Conclusions (2)

• The strive for consensus 
envelopes environmental problems inside the 

productivist agenda



Conclusions (3)

• The program claims to produce objective, de-
politicised knowledge on forests



Conclusions (4)

• Co-production opens for organised interests to 
steer university based research, thus 

dismissing critical social environmental 
research



Future Forests organisation and 
activities

• ForSa

• Stakeholder Panel

• Future Forests Week

• Future Scenarios



The drivers of Future Forests

• To build acceptance of a more intensive forest

production in Sweden

• Establish carbon politics as a reason to support 

increased forest production

• The future is presented as a neutral category

• Disarming alternative futures

• The role of forest industrial companies in the 

program



The Consensus Machine

• Producing consensus among stakeholders, or 

even in society at large, of the importance of 

(increased) forest production

• The important ”scenario” is a future with 

increased forest production motivated by 

carbon mitigation



Final thought

• Co-production opens up the door to organised

interests like the forest industry to steer

university-based research 

• This may work for technology and the natural

sciences, but does not suit social sciences


