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A FEW UPDATES ON THE BOOK OF ABSTRACTS: 

 
The following activities have been canceled  
 

SESSION 1. Methodology II: Critical assessments of the futures research methodology, page 10 

Critical methodological assessment of UNDP foresight eXplorer 

John A. Sweeney, Centre for Postnormal Policy and Futures Studies, United States 

 

POSTER SESSION, page 34 

Elephants, swans, and jellyfish: CPPFS’s menagerie of postnormal potentialities 

John A. Sweeney, Centre for Postnormal Policy and Futures Studies, United States 

 

SESSION 7. Arts as Means to Shape the Futures I, II & III, page 34 

Valta: A workshop, Johanna Ikola & Niina Nurminen 

 

A new title has become available  

 

POSTER SESSION, page 34 

Immediate action towards GREEN schools – in Africa? Will it add real value to the huge challenge for 

sustainable development here? 

Ingo Lange a & Clio Pauli-Kurz b,   a NEXT Knowledge & GREETA (Green Research Education Economy & 

Technology Alliance), Namibia; b Global Eco-village Network Africa, Namibia 

 

A revised abstract 

 

SESSION 11. Toward a Futures Movement: Research collaboration on climate change as an opportunity to 

build a futures consciousness for global sustainability I & II, page 55 

How to reduce our consumption? 

Sanna Ahvenharju, Finland Futures Research Centre, University of Turku, Finland 

Overconsumption of natural resources is one of the main obstacles on our way to sustainable future. 

Thanks to recent scientific research, there is some understanding of the extent of our challenge: According 

to some estimates the range of necessary reduction of natural resource consumption varies from 50–80% 

compared to the current levels. Such reduction would require a considerable change in our consumption 

patterns and habits. A transition from culture of abundance to culture of scarcity seems necessary, but how 

to push such transformation forward?  

   The aim of this presentation is to argue that governments should take the responsibility and implement 

active consumer policies, which would go beyond the typical awareness raising and educational 

instruments. Drawing from the current structure of production and consumption system the presentation 

points out the inefficiency and inadequacy of the current approach to managing consumer demand. Unless 

new ways to manage this demand are actively implemented, over-consumption is not likely to stop.  

   The presentation is a part of a study on Finnish decision makers’ future images on sustainable 

development. The research focuses on sustainable consumption and identifies radical and thought-

provoking means to notably reduce the use of natural resources consumed by Finnish households. The 

suggested means are then used as original statements in a Delfoi process with the decision makers.  

   Key words: Sustainable consumption, consumption policy, anti-consumption, sustainable consumption 

and production, natural resources 

 

 

A change of venue 

SESSION 7. Arts as Means to Shape the Futures IV: Summary 

Time: Friday 12 June, 13:30–15:00, Chair: Leena Jokinen, Finland Futures Research Centre 

 

Old venue: OP-Pohjola 

New venue: LS 19 


